
John Edward McClellen 
April 21, 1931-December 14, 2019

John Edward McClellen, Sr. died peacefully on December 
14, 2019. He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Joyce; 

children Jerry (Lilian), John Jr. (Joanne), and Jeff (James); 
three grandchildren, and three great grandchildren. 
 John was a fourth generation Californian, born in San 
Francisco on April 21,1931, to Harold McClellen and Edna 
Soderman McClellen. He enjoyed his childhood years in 
San Mateo with cousin Lou Ann Breadlow Civiletti. John 
attended Santa Clara University on a baseball scholarship, 
playing summer ball for the semi-pro team Prune Packers. His 
favorite baseball memory was from a 1951 game against Lefty 
O’Doul’s SF Seals, hitting an 8th inning, game-winning, 3-run 
rocket over the left fi eld fence. 
 Upon graduating from Santa Clara in 1953, John served 
as a 2nd Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Reserve, assigned to 
an artillery unit of the 2nd Infantry Division at Fort Lewis. 

In 1955, he started his career with Bethlehem Steel Corporation in the Labor Relations Department. 
In 1982, John fi nished his career with Kemper Insurance as a Hearing Representative in their law 
department, retiring in 2002.  
 A Moraga resident for 54 years, John was an active community member. He coached several 
LMYA baseball teams and served Boy Scout Troop 51 as lead and assistant scoutmaster for 10 years. 
He enjoyed attending Campolindo and Cal football games, serving Friends of the Moraga Library, 
and belonging to local chapters of SIRS and Kiwanis.
 John leaves us with many good memories of a life well lived, having enjoyed his family, friends, 
sports, pets, and travels to Hawaii. His sparkling blue eyes, quick sense of humor, and gentle kindness 
will be missed. Aloha, John!
Donations can be made to: Friends of the Moraga Library at 1500 St. Marys Road, Moraga, CA 94556

Peter Emil Graf  
(3/31/30 – 12/30/19)

Peter Graf passed away in Grass Valley 
on December 30th, 2019 at the age 

of 89.  
 Peter was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland, the oldest of three boys, to 
parents who emigrated from Switzerland.  
He attended schools in Binghamton 
and Syracuse, New York. He received 
a BS in Chemistry from the University 
of Rochester and a PhD in Physical 
Chemistry from the University of 
Wisconsin in Madison. He met Susan 
Flanders Ward while in Madison and they 

married in 1958 in Rye, New York.  They moved to the San Francisco Bay Area where Peter worked 
for Chevron Research in Richmond, California.  They had three sons, Michael W. Graf (El Cerrito, 
CA), David D. Graf (Loma, CO), and Peter A. Graf (Boulder, CO). They lived in Orinda for 35 years 
before moving to Nevada City in 1996.  In 1963, Peter and Susan built a ski cabin in Alpine Meadows 
with friends, and the family enjoyed years of skiing and hiking in the Sierras. Peter was also an avid 
windsurfer, mostly in South Padre Island in Texas, and after retiring learned to mountain bike and 
telemark ski. Peter volunteered at the South Yuba River State Park and the Bear-Yuba Land Trust. He 
helped the Sierra Club to build the Bradley Ski Hut and was a member of the Bear Creek Planning 
Committee in Alpine Meadows. 
 In addition to his wife and three sons and daughters-in-law, he is survived by his brother Rudi 
(Newcastle, Maine) and his nine grandchildren: Asa, Sam, Emil, Noah, Elsa, Henry, Toby, Ned, and 
Jasper. 


